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Croesus Hut 1980 from our photo competition -photo by Barney Stephenson

The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from easy  (minimal  experience  required)  to  hard  (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also  organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
fortnightly social meetings. We have a club hut in Arthurs Pass and have gear available
for hire to members. Membership rates per year are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior
or associate, plus an extra $15 for members who opt to obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see the last two pages. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
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Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on alternate Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral &
Lapidary Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on
the south side of Waltham School, is about 100m south of the Brougham St/Waltham Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Bryce Williamson  021-0232-
2310 or email bryce.williamson68@gmail.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50
pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words hut fees in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Donald Carnielo 338-9865 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Donald Carnielo.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility; please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may  result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.
A more detailed list is on our website under
the Member’s menu, Gear Hire

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $5/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $5 per item per
day  ($10
weekend)

Avalanche kits 
(transceiver+probe+shove
l)

$5 per item per
day  ($10
weekend)

Large 70L packs $2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Extra snow shovels $5 per item per
weekend
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Saturday 3 December 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Bell Tea trip to Ghost Creek: 

A reasonably short  walk up Ghost  Creek from the Porter River
carpark to a lunch stop by the waterfall. This entails some rock
hopping,  a  creek  crossing  or  two on  the  way  up  the  valley  to
where the creek branches in two. After tea and pikelets there will
be time for people to learn, plus try out some rock scrambling and
scree running skills. For the more adventurous trampers there is
an opportunity to scale a decent rock face and access the valley
at the top of the waterfall. On the way back down Ghost Creek
there will be a good opportunity for people to practice their scree
running skills  on a nice gentle scree slope.  Back at the Porter
River we will teach and practice some river crossing techniques
before changing into dry clothes and footwear for the drive back to
Springfield.  All  in  all,  a  lovely  day walk  with  a  chance for  new
trampers or those who are looking to move up to moderate trips to
learn and/or practice some valuable tramping skills. As with past
Bell Tea trips the trip leader will supply the pikelets and jam plus a
kettle and cooker so bring a mug, helmet and a change of dry
clothes and come along for a fun day out. 

Grade: Mod at 
easy pace

Closes: 2 Dec 2022

Map:  BW21 
Springfield

Approx: $20

Saturday 3 December 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Alford: At 1171m, this minor peak is in the Alford Range, half
way between Mt Hutt and Mt Somers. We will  access it  via an
easement across private land and then through the Alford Scenic
Reserve - small, but includes good stands of beech. There is a
4WD track up part of the way to 900m, and then a route through
sub  alpine  vegetation,  to  the  summit.  Great  views  of  the
surrounding area. Height gain 700m, return the same way.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 2 Dec 2022

Map: BX20 
Methven 

Approx: $20
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Weekend 3-4 December 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Mark Nicholls 027 561 8463
markjnicholls@hotmail.com

The  three  H’s  -  Hut  Bagging  up  the  Havelock  near  the
Hakatere  :  Whether  you’re  a  200+  pro  or  a  newbie  to  Hutt
bagging like me, this is a trip up the Havelock River to bag some
of the Huts situated on or near the Havelock River. We’ll drive up
to  the  end  of  the  Hakatere-  Potts  Road  and  park  at  Erewhon
station, crossing the Station and the Clyde/ Havelock rivers and
follow the riverbed up to Mistake flats hut – bagging 4 huts on the
way,  if  we’re  making  good  time  there’s  more  huts  on  offer  up
Carneys Creek, Murphy’s Stream, and Forbes River. We’ll stay at
Mistake flats Hut overnight (it’s a 6-bunk standard - I’ll be tenting,
and you may want to take the precaution of bringing one too) and
We’ll be coming out the same way the next day but for those keen
enough, we can make an early start and go further up the river to
bag a couple of additional huts. Once back at the cars, we’ll head
back to Christchurch, (depending on time) we can stop at Mount
Sunday  (something  to  do  with  Lord  of  the  rings?)  if  it  doesn’t
interfere  with  the  compulsory  stop  at  the  Mt  Somers  pub.  The
pace will be “not relaxed but not running either”, there’s not a lot of
elevation gain when sticking to the river but its around 20km from
Erewhon station to Mistake Flats hut and side trips up the side
valley will add more km onto that. You’ll need to be comfortable
with River crossing as the Clyde and the Havelock are not small
streams and there are quite a few streams/ side rivers to cross
going up the valley – I’ll keeping a close eye on the weather as the
Havelock has quite a significant catchment area and if there is any
chance of significant rain, I’ll be postponing. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate 

Closes: 30 Nov 
2022

Map:  BX17 Mt 
Sibbald

Approx: Approx $50

Wednesday 7 December Social

Social night -- Cycling in Europe (Michael Hammond): Mike is going to tell about his
cycle touring in Europe during the recently past northern summer. 4000 kilometres of
cycling, numerous ferry crossings, navigational mishaps and a whole lot of fun.

Long Weekend 9-11 December 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Simon Barr 0272833203
slinkysi2000@gmail.com

Travers - Travatore - Henry Saddle - Zampa Tarn:(Lewis Pass)

Friday night departure. Camp at Deer Flat campsite. Saturday: Up
Foleys track to Travers Peak, over to Travatore, along the ridge to
Henry  Saddle,  camp  at  Zampa  Tarn  Saturday  night.  Sunday:
Consider dropping down the Maruia tributary heading west to join
the Cannibal Gorge/St James track, rejoin SH7, walk back to cars.
On the Saturday this trip covers approx 10kms of alpine terrain
with  variable  height  and  approx  1200m  vertical  height  gain.
Previous  experience  with  travelling  over  alpine  terrain  and
maintaining a moderate/fast pace, and travelling off-track on tops
and in creeks, is absolutely essential. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 2 Dec 2022

Map:  BT23 
Lewis Pass

Approx: $45
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Weekend 10-11 December 
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 02040820100
mail.billjohnson@gmail.com

Otehake Hot  Pools Christmas BBQ Weekend:  We’ll  head to
Otira, cross the Otira River and follow the Lake Kaurapataka Track
to the lake and have lunch on the little beach there. From there
we’ll head to the top of the lake and drop down to the Otehake
River and follow it up to the hot pools. I’ll  be bringing my BBQ
plate  so  please  bring  anything  you  might  like  cooked  for  Sat
evening.  This  will  be  a  shared  meal  so  please  bring  sides,
desserts,  etc.  Vegans  and  vegetarians  welcome.  No
dehydratarians please :-)  We’ll  head out  the same route in the
morning and should be back in Christchurch mid to late afternoon.
Bring your river crossing shoes and be prepared to get wet if you
haven’t been here before.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes:7 Dec 2022

Map:  BV21 Cass

Approx: $45

Saturday 17 December 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Te Ara Pataka Summit Walkway Hilltop/Montgomery Park/Mt
Sinclair Return: 

This  is  a  variation  of  a  return  trip  I  took  earlier  this  year  from
Pettigrews Rd to Mt Fitzgerald. The trip will start next to the Hilltop
Tavern, cross the Summit Road and into Montgomery Park Scenic
Reserve, a pocket remnant of Banks Peninsula podocarp forest. 

Check out the large 2000 year old totara before following a rocky
track  up  the  escarpment  and  on  to  the  open  tops.  The  track
passes  across  farmland  before  going  through  the  Whatarangi
Totara Reserve. Leaving the track, a gentle climb up to Mt Sinclair
( 841m ) for a lunch stop and great views of Pigeon Bay and a 360
degree perspective of Banks Peninsula. The return trip continues
on to  a  high  point  before  dropping down to  rejoin  the  Summit
Walkway back to Hilltop. 

Overall height gain around 500m, return trip 14kms.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 16 Dec 
2022

Map:  

Approx: $20

Thursday 22 December 
Departure point: Restaurant

Leader: Lynette Hartley 0221394762
nznikau@outlook.com

Christmas dinner out: 

Come  celebrate  and  anticipate  Christmas  with  your  fellow
tramping buddies. A chance to catch up with people you don’t see
very often.  I’ll  chose a different  restaurant  to  the one last  year
which  was  possibly  the  worst  Christmas  dinner  I’ve  had  -
memorable though. 

Grade: Easy

Closes: 21 Dec 
2022

Map:  

Approx: modest $
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Multi day trip 26 December-1 January 
Departure point: To be determined

Leader: Alan Ross 021 962884
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

5 pass trip from Harris Saddle: We will enter the 5 Pass circuit
from Harris Saddle.  N1 at Lake Wilson. N2 at Lake Nerine N3
Park pass or Park Pass terminal lake N4 Cow Saddle N5 Fohn
Lake N6 Dart river The trip will be flexible as the weather allows.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 20 Dec 
2022

Map: CA09 
Alabaster 
Pass 

Approx: $50 approx

Multi day trip 26 December-1 January 
Departure  point:  TBC  -  somewhere  we  can
safely store cars for the week, most likely a
participants house.

Leader: Lorraine Poole 027 660 9159
candl.poole@gmail.com

Five Passes, Mt Aspiring National Park.: 

This is a classic back country loop trip which includes the crossing
of Fohn Saddle, Cow Saddle, Fiery Col, Park Pass and Sugarloaf
Pass. Good navigation skills needed on alpine terrain. 

Everyone  needs  to  have  studied  the  route.  Approx  64  km,
standard time is 5-7 days. 

We will do this in a counter clockwise direction. Anyone that signs
up needs to remember that this is a walking holiday. However you
need to have a good fitness level and experience off track, with
consecutive  long days.  There  are  no huts  along this  circuit  so
tenting is  our only  option.  The schedule is fixable and weather
dependant. 

26th Day 1 Drive down to Sylvan Campsite. Near the beginning of
the Routeburn track. From here we may catch a ride with Scenic
River Jets to the start of the Beans Burn River and walk a few km
to the first flat. 

27th Day 2 Up the Beans Burn to Split Rock 6-7 hours. 

28th Day 3 Split Rock to Fohn Lakes 4-5 hours. 

29th Day 4 Fohn Lakes to Cow Saddle 7 hours. 

30th Day 5 Cow Saddle to Park Pass and hopefully a side trip to
Park Pass Glacier. 

31st Day 6 Park Pass to Theatre Flat. 

1st  Day 7 Theatre Flat  to  Sugarloaf  Pass or  around to  Sylvan
Camp site and home. 

Editors Note :  at  time of  publication,  this  trip  is  full  and has a
current  wait-list.  See Alan Ross’ similar trip above for available
spaces.

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes: 7 Dec 2022

Map:  CB09, 
CA09

Approx: petrol + jet 
ride TBD
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Multi day trip 26 December-4 January 
Departure  point:  TBC  -  somewhere  we  can
safely  stow  cars  for  10  days,  likely  a
participants house. 

Leader: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com

New Years in Nelson Lakes NP : 🌞
10 days in the glorious Nelson Lakes National Park completing the
full Travers Sabine circuit + some. 

This will be a walking holiday – we can take all our new Christmas
gear and extra treats to relax in the sunshine, there will be lots of
swimming, napping in the sun & hut bagging. My plan is to do the
circuit  clockwise,  beginning  and  ending  at  Mt  Robert  carpark,
celebrating new years at Blue Lake Hut or Lake Constance and
spending the final night in the hotel-quality Angelus hut. 

Side trips will  include (but are not limited to) Hopeless Hut,  Mt
Angelus, Sunset Saddle, Cupola Hut & Hinapouri tarns. We will be
staying in an assortment of epic camp spots and in/around huts.
Days will  be a mixture of  around 4-9 hours walking with  some
hefty height gain on some, enough to potentially regret the treats
we packed. 

We will leave Christchurch on the 26th December - walking into
our  first  hut  that  afternoon  -  and  be  back  in  Chch  on  the  4th
January. Everything in between that will depend on the weather,
how fast we go and how much we ate on Christmas day. There is
an extra day built  in for whatever we want (I  have popped it at
Angelus as a placeholder, however we may want it on new years
day or for a rainy hut day). 

Although it will be relaxed, social & fun, a good level of fitness &
experience will  still  be required for the circuit,  with the ability to
walk consecutive long days. If the weather north isn’t appealing
plan B will be in Mt Aspiring (likely West & East Matukituki) or 10
days in & around the Rockburn. I can guarantee we will still  be
hiking somewhere! 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 19 Dec 
2022

Map: BS24 
Mount 
Robert 

Approx: 100 + 
hut/camp 
fees
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Multi day trip 1-8 January 
Departure point: Christchurch Airport

Leader: Bill Johnson 02040820100
mail.billjohnson@gmail.com

Kaweka Range Loop - Hawkes Bay : 

Each year I like to do a long fitness trip over the Christmas holiday
break. This year Kelly Purdie and I are heading to the Kaweka
Range in Hawkes Bay to do a big loop bagging huts. 

Most of the trip is along ridges 1200m-1700m. Below is a tentative
route for a rough idea, but we plan to do 8-10 hour days ending up
at huts. We’ll also be doing side trips to bag other huts. The times
below are what Liz Wightwick and Ian did on a previous speedy
walk.  Please  note  that  most  days  timings  include  side  trips  to
other huts. So, you can make this trip a little bit shorter if you wish;
Day 1 - fly ChCh to Napier. Airport to Road End = 90 mins. Road
End to Macintosh Hut for night 1 = 5 hours. Day 2 - to Kiwi Mouth
Hut = 8.5 hours.  Day 3 - Manson Hut = 3 hours.  Day 4 - Rocks
Ahead Hut = 6 hours. Day 5 - Venison Tops Hut = 10 hours. Day 6
- Ballard Hut = 2.5 hours. Day 7 - Road End = 10.5 hours. Makahu
Saddle Hut is 300 metres from road end, so tent/hut here for the
last night. Day 8 - Drive to airport and fly back to ChCh

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes: 28 Dec 
2022

Map:  BJ37

Approx: TBD

Saturday 14 January 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Pinchgut Hut: This is a well appointed hut in behind Mt Thomas,
with a nice track, making an easier end of easy/moderate tramp.
There is a crossing of the Okuku River at the start, so you can
wear old shoes or sandals for this, changing into boots for the
walk which is mainly in beech forest. Look forward to lunch at the
hut before returning the same way. Return trip 5 hours, 12 kms.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 13 Jan 2023

Map:  BW23 Cust

Approx: $20

Saturday 14 January 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leaders: Alan Ross 021 962884
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz; Geoffrey Sugden
021409359 geoffsugden@gmail.com;

Joshua Johnson 0278865868
jopjohns@mtu.edu

River Crossing instruction course: 

Undertaking a river crossing course is the closest thing we have in
the CTC to a compulsory training course. In NZ, everyone heading
to the hills, even some easy day tramps need to have good river
crossing  skills  and  more  importantly,  the  skill  to  decide  not  to
cross! With a large number of our new members from overseas
where river crossing skills are almost entirely absent, this course
is a ’must do’ for these members. Sign up on line as this course
fills fast and places are limited. You need a weekend pack of at
least 12-15kg in weight (NOT A DAY PACK). 

You must be a current member to come on the course (no
exceptions).

Grade: Easy

Closes: 13 Jan 2023

Map:  

Approx: $5 bring 
cash
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Weekend 14-15 January 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com

Han’s Spring/Summer Series - Inland Pack Track : 

The inland pack track ( near Punakaiki) gives a fabulous example
of what Indiana Jones’ and Jurassic Park’s love child would look
like, plus the added benefit of sleeping beneath a big rock. Lots of
palms,  ferns  and  crystal  clear  rivers.  Whichever  day has nicer
weather will be the longer day, and we will sleep under Ballroom
Overhang  (only  bring  a  tent  if  you  want  to!).  If  someone  who
knows caves comes along,  we may even get  to  explore some
near the track. We cross the Fox River around 18 times and there
are particularly tempting swimming spots, so because of this it’s a
fine weather trip only. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 13 Jan 2023

Map: BS19 
Punakaiki 

Approx: $85

Wednesday 18 January Social

Social event: Social event – more info later

Saturday 28 January 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Middle Rock/Conical Knoll: 

The trip will start at Middle Rock Station on the way through to
Lake Coleridge. Easy tramping on well maintained farm tracks and
up to Conical Knoll ( 746m ) for a lunch stop. Good views of the Mt
Hutt  Range  and  Southern  Alps.  A covenant  on  Conical  Knoll
protects a stand of matagouri.  The return trip will  follow a track
through the covenant and back through Middle Rock Station.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 27 Jan 2023

Map:  BW21 
Springfield

Approx: $20
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Weekend 28-29 January 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Mark Nicholls 027 561 8463
markjnicholls@hotmail.com

Ball Hut- Take 2 : Ball hut has long been on my radar as a Cool
overnight  trip  and  chance  to  look  at  some  glaciers  up  close.
Leaving  Christchurch  bright  and  early  (aiming  for  a  7am
departure), we’ll drive down to Mt Cook with compulsory Coffee
stop(s) and hopefully a mid-morning pie at Fairlie. After checking
in at the Visitor Centre at Mount Cook, we’ll drive to the Car park
at the end of Tasman Valley Road, where we may either have a
late lunch or get going and stop for a later lunch on the way. The
Route to Ball hut is around 6 hours along the 4WD track beside
Tasman Lake and along the Moraine Wall, BE AWARE THAT THE
ROUTE CROSSES UNSTABLE TERRAIN AND SLIPS SO YOU
MUST BE COMFORTABLE WITH THIS. Ball Hut is a small one
with only 3 bunks, so Tenting is going to be the best option, there
is plenty of room to set up tents and admire the view. Depending
on  timing  and  safety,  I’m  planning  to  do  an  evening  or  early
morning short climb up the Ball pass Route towards Caroline Hut
to  admire  the  view/  take  some  pictures  of  the  Tasman/  Ball
Glaciers.  After  a  leisurely  breakfast  and packing  up,  we’ll  walk
back down the 4WD track back to the cars and the drive back to
Christchurch  (with  a  Compulsory  Pub  stop)  Track  Details:  1.
Distance (car park to ball Hut) – 9km, Feedback is that it around
5-6 hrs 2. Elevation Gain- approximately 320m (not including the
trip around Note- If has been recent rain or rain is forecast, I will
be postponing this trip. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 25 Jan 2023

Map: BX15 Fox 
Glacier 
BX16 
Mount Elie 
De 
Beaumont 

Approx: Approx 
$130

Weekend 28-29 January 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Hannah Watt 0273725111
hanrosewatt@gmail.com

Han’s Summer Series – Nina & Co: 

Nina Hut is a leisurely 3 hour walk in the Lewis Pass and is a good
base to get to Upper Nina Biv or Devils Den Biv. We will set up
camp at Nina and then head to Devils Den Biv with day packs. 

The next morning we can head to Upper Nina Biv (again, with day
packs) then walk out via Nina Hut. There is the easier option to
just stay at Nina Hut for those who want to enjoy an easy walk in
with  very  little  height  gain  (and  a  very  pretty,  very  swimmable
emerald green river on a warm day). The track gets extra points
for lots of moss. Bring tents or you can fight someone for a bed in
the hut.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 27 Jan 2023

Map:  BT23 
Lewis Pass

Approx: $55

Wednesday 15 February Social

Yoga for Trampers -- Charlene McLenaghan: Details to come

Wednesday 1 March Social

If you give a crap, get a trap -- Murray Willocks: More info to come
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Multi day trip 5-18 June 2023
Departure point: Either Calenzana in the North
or Conca in the South

Leader: Bill Johnson 02040820100
mail.billjohnson@gmail.com

Corsica GR20 - June 2023: 

The GR20 is a mythical long distance hiking trail that traverses the
island  of  Corsica  diagonally,  from  Calenzana  in  the  North  to
Conca in the South. The 180km trail follows the granite backbone
of mountains that divide the island in two, many of which soar
above 2000m altitude and has an overall altitude gain of 12,000m.
The GR20 is the best and toughest long distance hike out there!
Stunningly beautiful and varied. If you do a stage per day, it takes
roughly 16 days, this will depend, of course, on your fitness and
the weather. In the North, you are constantly doing steep ascents
and  plunging  descents.  In  the  South,  there  are  different
challenges,  such  as,  long  technical  exposed  ridges.  Here  is  a
good video overview of the trip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L7bovqnVkI 

A couple of good websites with more info are located here: 

https://www.thehikinglife.com/2017/03/a-quick-dirty-guide-to-
corsicas-gr20/ 

http://www.le-gr20.fr/en/ 

Trip will be approximately 16 days total.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 31 May 
2023

Map: Qui a 
besoin 
d'une 
carte? C’est
Corse!

Approx: TBD
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Multi day trip 9-16 July 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Mark Nicholls 027 561 8463
markjnicholls@hotmail.com

Hollyford Winter Womble for Matariki: 

As the Hollyford is a year-round capable track, Winter and Matariki
sound like a good time to do it. Breakdown as follows: Sunday 9th
July: leaving Christchurch at 8am, we’ll  drive down to Te Anau,
stopping when the stomach/ bowels/ need to stretch call out. We’ll
stay in Te Anau Sunday night (the Lakeview Holiday Park) and get
ready for the next 6 days. Monday 10th July: Park at the road end
and walk along the old  Lower Hollyford Road (damaged in  the
2020 storm) to the old Track end which will add a few km. From
the bridge at the old road end, it’s a relatively easy walk along a
well-formed track to our hut for the night on the shores of Lake
Alabaster, Lake Alabaster Hut. Approximate distance for the day:
20km  x  Tuesday  11th  July:  Leaving  Lake  Alabaster  Hut,  we’ll
venture onto the Demon trail along Lake McKerrow, today is a bit
of a step up from the day before and the demon trail is a little less
well formed, but we’ll never climb too high (but there will be A LOT
of up and down). The hut for the night is at the far end of Lake
McKerrow,  Hokuri  Hut.  Approximate  Km  for  the  day:21km
Wednesday 12th July: a shorter/ cruisier day, leaving the Demon
trail,  we’ll  spend  a  bit  of  time  investigating  Jamestown  before
walking the flats to Martins Bay. Once at Martins Bay, there is the
opportunity  to  walk  to  the  point  to  look  for  the  Seal/  Penguin
Colonies  and  admire  the  Ocean.  Approximate  Km  for  the
day:13km Thursday 13th July: We’ll leave Martins Bay a little early
as it’s another big day going back on the Demon trail, this time
we’ll spend the night at Demon Trail Hut and hopefully wake up to
a dawn chorus (site of the best I have heard). Approximate km for
the day: 25km Friday 14th July: Leaving the Demon Trail Hut, we’ll
walk back to the Pyke Confluence, resist the urge to break into the
Pyke lodge for  a  shower and enjoy the easier  track conditions
back to Hidden Falls hut for Matariki Night – total Km for the day:
25km Saturday 15th July: From Hidden falls, it’s a relatively short
2 hours back to the bridge, then a walk along the road back to the
cars.  Depending on time and motivation,  we could  stop  at  the
Lake Marian, Key Summit or something similar/ scenic on our way
back to Te Anau for the night (again staying at Lakeview Holiday
Park)  and a  fancy post  tramp dinner  (given Marks  post  Tramp
dining guidelines, there will be steak). Sunday 16th July– Time for
a long drive back to Christchurch, I know of a good Brunch spot in
Queenstown and can easily have my arm twisted for a hot pool
stop at Omarama. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 7 June 2023

Map:  CA09 
Alabaster 
Pass

Approx: TBC
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Trip Reports

None written this past month! Here’s some trips from our Facebook pages

Spurs Hut in the Nth Opuha Rvr catchment

Susan Pearson organised a mid-week womble at Orton Bradley. Superb day. It has been a
while since the Club has done the Eye of the Needle route on Mt Bradley. We went up via
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the waterfall.... and contemplated the steeper rock steps above... but new gorse growth
and a new track took us up the easier route from the Tablelands. 

The needle used to be more of a needle before the quakes... but it still has the eye and
quite fun.

A few photos from the CTC trip to the Kepler Track over Labour weekend (off season, just)
organised superbly by  Tom Hu. Thank you Tom, and to all who made up our party of 7
(me, Tom, Tina, John Shrewsbury, Ciara, Natalie Care, and Ingrid). This was a walk down
memory lane for Tom, who was a hut warden at Luxmore Hut 18 years or so ago. I got the
feeling he wished he had never left. I feel ya, Tom.
At the Luxmore Hut, some of my food was taken by an elderly man with dementia. I 
noticed some was missing and managed to get it back but I didn't notice until the next day 
that some of my lunch and one whole dinner had been taken too. Thank you team for the 
extra crackers and Backcountry meal! Ah, the joys of the highly accessible Great Walks - a
reminder that the remote back country is where the heart really lies (the remoter the 
better). But one of the good things about the great walks and their accessibility is that you 
get to see the parts of the back country you really want to get into, lending fuel to all the 
plotting and scheming for future trips. And you generally get to meet some really nice, not 
necessarily demented people too!
Or, like me, you catch Covid (doh!)
Hoping that some of my compadres might have some, er, people photos to share. I just 
kept pointing the camera at the scenery (you'll see some people if you squint hard 
enough). Contributed by Katherine Taylor

− 14 −

https://www.facebook.com/groups/577361369015372/user/100000589002654/?__cft__[0]=AZUujMu7sLtuI-_1XCHyHpsK8SRBd47nL2jPO2kZnP6iC9xhY5r09ehUUUykihpDPNmWvY_71qEnReDgyTxvkSUqoHzy3McrdNp165i_-Q0_1q1qFKUrW3fDFvfUf1QXvImOfI9s0DgAXZl9O3eP-Gm78d3JvX2q0T6Mm1bYM2-mL4JbggHKcmQ8EkttKYgppUA&__tn__=-]K-R


Here are altogether too many photos from what would usually be a relatively dull wander
up the 4WD track to Mt Fyffe hut. 
But luckily Hannah-Rose Watt organised perfect weather for an almost full moon + 
spectacular sunrise and sunset from a camping spot on the summit instead.
Top notch weekend! 
Warning - album contains too many sunrise and sunset photos, but I really did cut out 
dozens and dozens before up I uploaded any…

Contributed by Emma Rogers
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

Vice President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021-399-750

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

John Kerkhofs 0212429253

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Chantal McCarthy 027-413-7691

Social 
Convenor:

Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Donald Carnielo 338-9865

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Youth Program Liz Wightwick 027-633-2038

Training Officer Daniel Gillies 027 222 8845

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by  20 Jan 2023– Thanks.
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